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Bosque Internship (Bosque Internship (Bosque Internship (Bosque Internship (BBBBosque osque osque osque EEEEcosystem cosystem cosystem cosystem MMMMonitoring onitoring onitoring onitoring PPPProgram rogram rogram rogram ---- BEMP)  BEMP)  BEMP)  BEMP)     

UNM Biology 408L/508LUNM Biology 408L/508LUNM Biology 408L/508LUNM Biology 408L/508L    
Summer 2010Summer 2010Summer 2010Summer 2010 Course Schedule and Syllabus Course Schedule and Syllabus Course Schedule and Syllabus Course Schedule and Syllabus    

 

The BEMP Intern Handbook (supplied by staff) is the required text for this class. 
 

Questions, Comments & ConcernsQuestions, Comments & ConcernsQuestions, Comments & ConcernsQuestions, Comments & Concerns    
attendance, participation, final paper – Dr. Kim Eichhorst 

field-site assignments, special project hours (ie. field & labwork) – Jen Schuetz 

 reflective analyses, environmental education, final exam  - Kimi Scheerer 

 

USGS river-flow website: http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nm/nwis/uv?08330000 
Alameda Bridge Gauge 

 
 

Tuesday, 6/8 First Class Session: 3:10-5:50 p.m. Rm. 153 Castetter Hall 

Objectives:  program orientation, discussion of expectations for the semester, and tour of the Biology 

Annex and BEMP office 

Activity: schedule Monthly Monitoring with Jen & Bosque Ed Guide - Changing River Model 

Assignment due next week: write a 2-page reflective analysis for “The Middle Rio Grande Bosque – 

Introduction from the Bosque Education Guide (pages: 1-20) 
RA: List three significant alterations man has made to the river and its ecosystem. What are the consequences 

(to hydrology, community, flora, fauna, etc.) of each of these changes?  
    

Tuesday, 6/15 Field Orientation I & Monthly Collection: at assigned sites; coordinate with BEMP staff  

 Dress appropriately and be prepared for inclement weather.   

  Objectives: work with staff to collect monthly data; learn how to maintain a field notebook  

Assignment due today: reflective analysis from the Bosque Education Guide (BEG) intro, e-mail to Kimi at 

ksche@bosqueschool.org by 3:10 pm 

Assignment due next week; BEMP website WebQuest – www.bosqueschool.org/bemp.htm 
 
Week of 6/21 Field Orientation II & Pitfall Trapping: at assigned sites; coordinate with BEMP staff 

  Setting or collecting 2 sites is necessary for class credit; additional help counts towards SPH’s! 

 Dress appropriately and be prepared for inclement weather.   

 Assignment due today: e-mail WebQuest answers to Kimi at ksche@bosqueschool.org by 3:10 pm  
Assignment due next week: write a 2-page reflective analysis for “Managed Flooding for Riparian 

Ecosystem Restoration” and “Bosque Fires and Fire Mortality of Rio Grande Cottonwoods” 

RA: What are the general ecosystem responses (both biotic & abiotic) in regard to 1) overbank 

flooding and 2) fire in the middle Rio Grande valley?  Discuss what you believe to be the cause and 

effects of each. 

   

6/27-28th  SPH Opportunity: BEMP/Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) Jackrabbit Survey 

   - limited space = contact Kimi for details: leave Sun. 5:30 pm, return Mon. 11:30 am  
 

Tuesday, 6/29 Class Session: 3:10-5:50 p.m. Rm. 53 Castetter Hall 

Lecture: Bosque Disturbance Ecology, how to write final papers, graphing & interpreting data 

Activity: leaf litter lab 

Assignment due today: reflective analysis from Flooding & Fire papers 

Assignment due next week (1
st

): everyone reads “Why do I Use the Bosque with My Second-grade 

Students?” (p. 89-90), “Flying donuts and hope for eagles” (p. 103-106) & Last Child in the Woods (p. 91-

96); AND you will be assigned one of the following passages from The Geography of Childhood: 

 

1. A Child’s Sense of Wildness (p. 107-116) if your last name ends with A-M OR 

2. Going Truant (p. 117-126) if your last name ends with N-Z  

  

**  cont. 6/29 on next page 
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RA: How have our cultures’ environmental opportunities shifted over the last century?  Why is 

author Richard Louv concerned about ‘nature deficit disorder’ and what does he and The Geography 
of Childhood authors suggest are the benefits of being outdoors?  In response, how do K-12 students 

learn from being in the field and involved with BEMP? 

Assignment due next week (2
nd

): write a reflective analysis for “Water in a Changing World” 

RA: What surprises you most about the water issues covered in this reading?  What can we learn from 

monitoring groundwater depths in the bosque both in the city and to the north and south?  What sort 

of groundwater trends to you expect to see and why? 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tuesday, 7/6 Field Orientation III: 3:25-5:50 p.m. Bosque School (Montano & Savannah BEMP sites) 

Meet in the Upper School Science Building at Bosque School (see Directions page).  

Dress appropriately and be prepared for inclement weather! 

Lecture: Environmental Education & Hydrology Lecture 

Activity: bosque hike with discussion  

Objectives: BEMPin’ it UP study trip, wildlife programs & community activities 

Assignment due today: reflective analyses for Richard Louv, Geography of Childhood and Water in a 

Changing World  
Optional/extra credit reading for July 13: “New Mexico Surface Active Arthropod Communities in 

Native and Exotic Vegetation in the Middle Rio Grande Valley” 

Assignment due next week: first draft of Final Paper; outline of repeat & grad student presentations 

(including graphs) 
 

Tuesday, 7/13     Class Session: 3:10-5:50 p.m., Rm. 53, Castetter Hall 

Lecture: Surface Active Arthropods  

Activity: Arthropod Lab 

Optional assignment due: turn in extra credit paper on arthropods (see July 6) 

Assignment due today: e-mail your Final Paper to Dr. Eichhorst at kimde@unm.edu by 3:10 pm  

Assignment for THIS WEEK: contact site reps by 3 pm on Friday, July 16
th

 for monthly monitoring 

Assignment due next week: turn in/e-mail your edits on peer-reviewed paper 
  

Tuesday, 7/20 Monthly Collection at assigned site; coordinate with site representatives. 

Objectives: work with volunteers to collect monthly data (NO CLASS SESSION) 

Assignment due today: turn in/e-mail your edits on peer-reviewed paper  

Assignment due next week: read “Water in the Middle Rio Grande: one observer’s view” and “Bosque 

Landscape Alteration” and write down 3 questions to ask the water panel in class  

 

Saturday, 7/24 SPH Opportunity: Wildfest community event in Tijeras, NM 

   - contact Kimi for details: 10-4:00pm(ish) 

 

Tuesday, 7/27   Final Class Session: 3:10-5:50 p.m. Rm. 53 Castetter Hall             

Also: site interaction update & special project hours oral report, BEMP Final Exam 

Presentations (grad & returning students): final paper presentations 

Water Panel: On Water Issues in the Middle Rio Grande valley 

 - Guest speakers: Lisa Robert, Ann Watson, Tom Allen 

Assignments due today: final paper, field notebooks (as well as any missing datasheets or field 

samples), turn in intern handbook (optional) AND print out your 3 questions for panel to be handed in 

 - you must also ask at least 2 questions of the panel during their session - see 7/20 

 

~ Friendly Reminder ~ 

2222 Special Project Hou Special Project Hou Special Project Hou Special Project Hours must be donrs must be donrs must be donrs must be done by Friday, July 2e by Friday, July 2e by Friday, July 2e by Friday, July 2ndndndnd....    
Due to staff time constraints, waiting until the last 2 weeks is NOT recommended. 
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Additional Notes 

 
This is a three-hour credit course of which we meet from 3:10-5:50 during most class sessions. Other events and 

opportunities will develop during the semester, many of which are optional but may be used for extra credit. 

However, interns are expected to: 

• Assist with their assigned volunteer group at monthly collections and pitfall setting/collecting. 

• Complete 4 Special Project Hours that assist in forwarding the BEMP program. 

• Write a reflective analyses for the assigned readings, turn in to Kimi by the beginning of each class.  

• Write a final report. 

• Attend Class and/or Field sessions. 

• DRESS PROPERLY WHEN IN THE FIELD: long pants, closed-toed shoes, hat or visor, sun block & 

 WATER (see below).  

• Please make sure you also bring: field map & journal and a site map, bug spray, etc. (at your discretion). 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

    
 

  


